2008 Scholarship Recipients
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[image: image1.jpg]


Lhakpa Chodon

City: El Cerrito

School: Washington College of Law, American University, DC

Major: Doctor of Juridicial Science

Lhakpa came to the US as a Fulbright student and is currently pursuing a doctoral program and her thesis will be on "Autonomy in International Legal Instruments and the Case of Tibet."  She was inspired to pursue a doctorate program by her four years of service to the Tibetan government in exile based in India.  The plight of the Tibetan refugees escaping Tibet made her want to do an in-depth study that will extend a hand and legal voice in minimizing and alleviating the situation facing Tibetans and Tibet.  Lhakpa's work experience includes working as an Under Secretary at the Tibetan Supreme Justice Commission, and providing pro bono legal services to individuals and organizations in India.

UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS
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Sonam Chozom

City: Oakland

School: Mills College, Oakland

Major: Biology/BioPsychology

Sonam's favorite subject is science, particularly biology. She wants to go to medical school and become a doctor.  Her transformative experience to date has been the two-year internship at the Children's Hospital and Research Center in Oakland where she participated in a competitive program designed to motivate and prepare disadvantaged high school students to pursue careers in the health care profession. Sonam worked in the hospital's endocrinology and neurology clinic and learned basic clinical skills and work ethic in hospitals.  She is also interested in Tibetan Buddhism and has volunteered at Dharma Publishing based in Berkeley.
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Tenzing Tashi Lama

City: Vacaville

School: Bowdoin College, Maine

Major: Biochemistry

Tenzing wants to pursue an MD/PhD in infectious diseases.  He received a National Institute of Health MHIRT grant to conduct malaria research in summer of 2008 in Mali, West Africa.  Tenzin is focused on Plasmodium falciparum, the human malaria parasite.  The research he is undertaking is aimed at a broader fundamental understanding of the parasite at a cellular and molecular level as this understanding is important to the development of an effective malaria vaccine.  Besides scientific research, Tenzin is also passionate about minority education.  He hopes to start a telementoring program where college students can mentor other Tibetan students in Northern California who aspire to continue their education beyond high school.
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Yankyi Dolkar Nordrup

City: Novato

School: University of San Francisco

Major: Philosophy

Lhakpa wants to bring about positive change in people's lives by going to medical school and becoming a doctor.  Her minor is in Natural Science and she is taking all the courses that would make her eligible to apply for medical school after college.  She has already started taking steps towards a medical career by volunteering in places like the Marin General Hospital where she worked in the maternity ward.  The experience gave the opportunity to see the inner workings of a hospital and the typical tasks doctors and nurses perform on a daily basis.
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Tseten Phuntsok

City: Richmond

School: University of California, Berkeley

Major: Computer Science and Economicsjd

Tseten wants to study economics because he saw a lot of poor American families struggling when he was volunteering at an after-school program in Richmond.  He wants to get a better understanding of how some people and communities have a lot of resources while many others don't.  His interest in computer science stems from his love for solving mathematical problems.  Tseten wants to use the education he is receiving from UC Berkeley to encourage more Tibetans to enroll in the school and tutor Tibetan middle and high school students.  His ultimate dream is to visit Tibet and teach there someday.
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Sharri Lhatso Raptentsetsang

City: Palo Alto

School: University of California, San Diego

Major: Philosophy/Political Science

Sharri loves to read and write and hopes to pursue a career in legal studies and public service.  She is also politically active and her experience includes being active with the Students for Barack Obama, and establishing a Students for a Free Tibet chapter in her high school.  Sharri also spent a summer working as a teacher's aide in an East Palo Alto school.  She was able to combine her passion for writing, politics and human rights by serving as a staff writer on her high school's political newspaper where one of her writing as was a feature piece on Tibet's independence. 
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Dawa Choezom Subhar

City: Berkeley

School: University of San Francisco

Major: Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN)

Dawa always knew she wanted to get into nursing.  She believes that many of the health problems in the Tibetan community are preventable through proper public education, and is committed to furthering her studies in the health science.  She overcame great personal difficulties and was able to successfully transfer from Berkeley City College to University of San Francisco's undergraduate program in nursing.  She is learning a lot as she has had the opportunity to work with various Bay Area communities.  Dawa's goal is to provide quality and compassionate care to those suffering from different illnesses.
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Tenzin Dasang Subhar

City: Pinole

School: University of California, Berkeley

Major: Political Science, Peace and Conflict Studies

Tenzin served with the US military in Iraq.  However, it was his brief encounter with His Holiness the Dalai Lama in the hallway of a hotel in the summer of 2006 that has been the most transformative moment in his life so far.  Being in His Holiness' presence made him realize the urgency of his generation of Tibetans to stand up and fight for the struggle of the Tibetan people.  Since then Tenzin has taken a very active role in the Tibetan community where he has been one of the young leaders leading the Regional Tibetan Youth Congress and the San Francisco Team Tibet during the Beijing Olympics campaign.  He is passionate about human rights and human equality issues.  Tenzin wants to join law school after his BA and would like to keep studying.
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Zayden Tenzin-Yiga Tethong

City: Sunnyvale

School: Mount Holyoke College, MA

Zayden enjoys working with children and would be happy to get into a field involving interaction with children.  She's also interested in photography and would consider working as a photojournalist some day.  Zayden is deeply concerned about the immense lose of Tibetan culture and language that she has experience first hand, and identifies this as a major issue facing many young Tibetans in America.  She feels the only way to counter this threat is to raise future generations with as much knowledge as possible of Tibetan history, politics, culture and language.  Zayden has been active promoting the issue of Tibet.  She founded the Students for a Free Tibet chapter in her high school.
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Lhamo Dolma Wangden

City: Suisun City

School: San Francisco State University

Major: International Relations

Lhamo has eight other siblings and she is the youngest in the family.  She picked international relations as her major because she loves learning different languages, traveling and understanding different cultures.  Lhamo wants to study abroad and enroll in courses relating to international relations, Japanese and Chinese language courses, and macroeconomics.  Lhamo comes from a family that has always been active with regards to community services and promoting the cause of Tibet, and she has personally helped out at various Tibetan community events in the Bay Area.  

VOCATIONAL TRAINING STUDENTS
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Dekey Sangmo

City: Albany

School: NCP College of Nursing, Hayward

Major: Vocational Nursing Program

Dekey is a graduate of the Tibetan Medical and Astrological Institute based in Dharamsala, India.  Prior to moving to the U.S., she worked as a doctor of Tibetan medicine at the Men-Tsee Khang branches in Nizamuddin, New Delhi and Bhubaneshwar, Orissa and Calcutta. Dekey has over ten years of practice in Tibetan medicine. Dekey moved to the US in 2006.  She wants to complement her expertise on traditional Tibetan medicine by learning more about western medical system.  Her passion is in improving the health care system and help sick and ailing people.
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Youtso Tenzin

City: Vacaville

School: California State University - East Bay, Hayward

Major: Paralegal Studies Certificate

Youtso graduated from UC Santa Cruz in 2007 with a major in Politics. She is interested in pursuing a career in the legal profession as a Paralegal with a focus on immigration and human rights.  With many Tibetans immigrating to the United States, Youtso feels that her legal education and expertise will be a big help to the community. Youtso was on the board of the San Francisco chapter of the Tibetan Youth Congress in 2006.

COMMUNITY COLLEGE STUDENTS
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Tseten Y. Bhutia

City: El Cerrito

School: Berkeley City College, Berkeley

Major: Bachelor in Science

Tseten is in the process of completing her pre-requisites so that she can transfer to a 4-year college. Tseten moved to the US in 2006 and feels she has her hands full trying to juggle school and working part time. She became interested in nursing after spending several months in a hospital due to an illness. Tseten wants to pursue a bachelor’s degree in nursing.
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Tenzin Dawoe Chinkarlaprang

City: Berkeley

School: Berkeley City College, Berkeley

Major: Nutritional Science

Tenzin is keen to pursue a bachelor’s degree in nutritional science where she hopes to interact with patients and offer them advise on good nutrition and work towards preventing malnutrition.  Tenzin is a regular volunteer at the Tibetan School in Berkeley and at the Alta Bates Hospital.
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Tenzin Dechen

City: Berkeley

School: Berkeley City College

Major: Registered Nurse

Tenzin developed a strong interest in science in high school. She spent a summer interning at Bayer Healthcare Pharmaceuticals as an assistant at the firm’s quality control department.  Tenzin would like to become a nurse and help people. She has volunteered with YMCA and Students for a Free Tibet.
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Ngawang K.Y. Gyatso

City: El Cerrito

School: Berkeley City College, Berkeley

Major: Accounting

Ngawang moved to the US in 2007 when he was eighteen years old.  His goal is to transfer to a four-year school and eventually sit and clear the CPA exams.  Ngawang grew up in Nepal and went to school in Darjeeling, India.  
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Tashi Dolma Lama

City: Oakland

School: Peralta Community College, Oakland

Major: Registered Nurse

Tashi grew up and went to school in Kathmandu, Nepal and moved to the US in 2005.  She went to High School at Berkeley High School.  She’s always been interested in medicine, and wants to pursue a career in delivering quality and compassionate health care.
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Jamba Dolkar Tenzing

City: Albany

School: Contra Costa Community College

Major: Bachelor of Nursing

Jamba grew up in Lhasa and worked for a nonprofit organization that sought to improve the health care and education of Tibetans in Tibet.  Her work involved traveling with doctors from Europe and the US to remote rural villages in Tibet and assisting the doctors perform cataract surgery for nomads and farmers.  Jamba is committed to continuing her interest in the health care sector by pursuing a degree in nursing. 
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Tenzin Tsela

City: Berkeley

School: Berkeley City College, Berkeley

Major: Journalism/Business

Tenzin attended various Tibetan Children’s Villages schools in India, and has always been interested in English language and writing.  She actively participated in debates, essay and spelling competitions and served as an editor of her school magazine.  Tenzin only came to the US in December 2007, and feels she is still adjusting to a new environment and culture.  She wants to pursue a career in journalism and business.

Norbu Tsering

City: Albany

School: City College, San Francisco

Major: Nurse Practitioner

Norbu currently works as a Certified Nursing Assistant at a nursing home in Berkeley.  He enjoys his work and derives great satisfaction from helping and taking care of old and sick people. He is studying to become a Licensed Vocational Nurse.

Tashi Tsomo

City: Daly City

School: City College, San Francisco

Major: Licensed Vocational Nurse (LVN)

Tashi was inspired to get into the nursing field after seeing the care her mother received when she was in the hospital.  She is the first one in her family to attend college.  Tashi’s community service includes spending time with seniors and giving them company and assisting them with transportation.  She would like to use her LVN degree to eventually become a Registered Nurse.
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Tenzin Nyendak Tsewang

City: Fremont

School: Ohlone College, Fremont

Major: BA in Finance/Accounting

Tenzin graduated from TCV School, Dharamsala and moved to the US in 2005.  He completed his high school from Washington High School in Fremont, CA.  He is currently a freshman at Ohlone College, but would like to transfer to UC Berkeley or San Jose State University.  Tenzin’s career goal is to become a financial advisor and a tax consultant.
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Tenzin Choden Tsewang

City: Fremont

School: Ohlone College, Fremont

Major: Registered Nurse

Tenzin has long had an interest in nursing.  After she gets her Bachelor of Science in Nursing, Tenzin would like to work for an organization like SEVA, which recruits nurses and doctors to work in developing countries.  She would like to go to Tibet and work in the remote villages where the local people do not have access to medical facilities or are too poor.  Tenzing would eventually like to get a master’s degree in nursing.

Tenzin Yangzom

City: El Cerrito

School: Contra Costa College

Major: Nursing

Tenzin moved to the US in 2004 and is a graduate of El Cerrito High School.  She always wanted to be a nurse after seeing people suffering different kinds of diseases, and was also inspired to enter this field after watching her aunt who is a registered nurse.  Tenzin would like to visit Tibet after completing her studies.  She has actively participated in community affairs by performing Tibetan cultural and traditional dance and songs at community events.
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